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What is Human Trafficking? 
Does it really happen in rural Minnesota? 
 

Human trafficking is often thought of as modern day slavery. Adults and children are sold and are forced to work and/or engage in 
commercial sexual activity. Human trafficking is the fastest growing and second largest criminal business in the world, and really 
does happen here, even though it is difficult to see or often thought of as something else. Thanks to the passing of  Minnesota’s Safe 
Harbor Law, youth age 24 and under are now considered victims/survivors and given access to supportive services, rather than 
treated as criminals when they are involved in prostitution. Services and help are now available to assist in the healing and to meet 
the needs of these children and youth. 
 

So, who may be at risk? 
 

 Anyone born in the U.S. as 90% of victims are from the U.S. 
 All children, but especially boys and girls between the ages of 12 and 14  
 A person who uses social media inappropriately 
 Youth having unexplained amounts of money, cell phones or other items 
 Runaways or reported missing persons 
 

Youth and adults experiencing trafficking of any kind deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. 
Through the “No Wrong Door” approach, communities across our state are working together and joining 
hands to gain the knowledge, develop the skills and provide the resources needed to effectively help 
sexually exploited and at-risk youth. Please consider being part of the solution that brings this change. 
 

Help is available!  
 

If you or someone you know finds her/himself in a situation or in a relationship that is hurtful, or seems like 
exploitation or trafficking (involving a third party who is benefitting from the person being exploited), 
please reach out. Call Someplace Safe’s 24-Hour Crisis Line at 1-800-974-3359, or come in to a local                      
office to speak with a trained advocate who can help. 
 
If you are with a group or business that would like to learn more about being part of the solution, please                     

contact Someplace Safe in your area or visit www.someplacesafe.info.   
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