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JUST DRIVE! 
 
April is National Distracted Driving Awareness Month, an opportunity to raise awareness while at the same time more 

than 300 law enforcement agencies statewide focus special enforcement efforts on distracted driving. 

 
Three Things You Need to Know About Distracted Driving: 

 

1.  It’s a leading factor in Minnesota crashes 2011–2015  

 Involved in one out of four crashes 

 1 in 5 fatalities involves distracted driving 

 Contributes to 65 deaths and 215 life-changing injuries a year, on average 

 

2. It’s a myth to think we can multitask behind the wheel 

 At 55 mph, texting and driving is like traveling the length of a football field without looking up. 

 Too many Minnesota drivers are letting distractions take their focus off the road — a gamble that’s wrecking lives and causing 

pain, loss and regret for too many people. 

 No one intends to seriously injure or kill someone by driving distracted. But good intentions don’t prevent crashes — smart 

choices do. 

 

3. What can you do? Put the phone down if you’re driving, and speak up if you’re with a driver who’s distracted. 

 With Minnesota’s “No Texting” law, it’s illegal for drivers to read, send texts and emails, and access the web while the vehicle is 

in motion or a part of traffic. That includes sitting at a stoplight or stop sign. 

o $50 plus court fees for a first offense. 

o $275 plus court fees for a second and/or subsequent offense. 

 If you injure or kill someone because of texting and driving, you can face a felony charge of criminal vehicular operation or 

homicide. 

 Before heading out, do what you can to eliminate distractions — set your music, put your phone out of reach and figure out 

your directions. 
 

 
Source: Minnesota Office of Traffic Safety - Distracted driving education is a component of Minnesota’s core traffic safety effort, 

Toward Zero Deaths (TZD). A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota 

in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. 
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